CS 112ABD  Creating Templates 



Suppose I have a form that I use a lot; I may make some modifications to the form, but it has several features that I often use. For example, the form shown below is a style of form that I often use for demos. There are textboxes for data entry, a ListBox for display purposes. The textboxes are in a panel. The ListBox is anchored to the form so that I can drag the form and make it larger and the ListBox also grows with the form. There is a functioning button to clear the ListBox. There also is a DoIt button which invokes a DoIt sub. I have changed the name of the form to MainForm and put the regions into the code window.
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Figure 1
I want to have this form available to add to other projects. 
1 Export Template

From the file menu, select Export Template. This starts the Export Template Wizard. The following shows the various screens from this wizard. I have edited the screen displays a bit to take up less space; these screens all have a Next button at the bottom.  (Note: The File menu on my last Installation of VB did not include the File(Export Template menu choice. I had to add it from the Tools ( Customize dialog.)

1. Select Item Template; your project should be selected. 
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Figure 2
2. I want the form (Item template); the Wizard will bring along any thing it needs.
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Figure 3
3. Accept these choices
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Figure 4
4. I changed the template name, the icon and provided a description. Click Finish.
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Figure 5
Using your template
5. If I now start a new Windows project, I will get a Form1. I can use the Projects(Add New item menu and scroll down through the templates to find my form template. Select it and click the Add button. The first time you do this you will get a Security Warning window. Click the Trust button.
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Figure 6
6. I will now have two forms in my Project.
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Figure 7
7. Delete Form1.vb and double_click My Project and set the startup form to the new form.

[image: image8.png]Startup form;
Form1 ]

m





Figure 8
You do not need to keep the original project on your system. The template is stored in your template directory.

2 Project Template
Making a Project into a template is very much the same- you get asked fewer questions. Create the project you want to use as a template. Then use the File( ExportTemplate menu and select Project as the template type. You will be asked fewer questions with this wizard. Your project shows up in the dialog for new Projects.
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Figure 9
When you make a template for a project, you can include form(s) and as much code as seems appropriate. It helps for creating more uniform code for your projects. You can have standard ways to establish a connection to a database; standard names for data sets and data adapters, etc. If the code is prewritten you are more apt to use it. (I find it easier to erase code I don't need than to write new code.)

3 Cleaning Up

One of the settings you can specify for Visual Studio is where to put your templates. The default is to put them into a folder under "My Documents".
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Figure 10
This is the Folders window showing the zipped template files. 
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Figure 11
You can remove templates you no longer want by removing them from this folder. You can also copy these templates to another computer.
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